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2010 Eastern Canadian Breeders Results

HALTER CLASSES 
Place / Horse / Handler / Owner

Arabian Yearling Fillies 
CH - Psyrendipity - Wes Eddy / Theresa Abbey

Arabian Yearling Fillies Futurity 
CH - Psyrendipity - Wes Eddy / Theresa Abbey

Arabian Mares 
CH - Sonataa - Suzanne Winch 
RES - NG La Perla - Gaetan Peloquin / Nicole Peloquin

Arabian Stallions 2 & Over 
CH - NG Gazanova - Gaetan Peloquin / Nicole Peloquin 
RES - FJ Stryke It Ritz - Shawn Fettweis

Arabian Stallions 2 Yr Old Futurity 
CH - Tru Ezekiel - Ariane Gravel

Arabian Stallions 3 Yr & Over Futurity 
CH - FJ Stryke It Ritz - Shawn Fettweis

Arabian Gelding 2 & Over 
CH - Genesis CCA - David Carr / John Code

HA Yearling Fillies 
CH - Bask Alada Red Dawn - Donna Morphy

HA Yearling Fillies Futurity 
CH - Bask Alada Red Dawn - Donna Morphy

HA Mares 2 & Over 
CH - Elle Doradaa - Gaetan Peloquin / Nicole Peloquin

HA Mares 2 Yr Old Futurity 
CH - DJM Cara Mia Mine - Donna Morphy

HA Yearling Colts/Geldings 
CH - Heir Apparent CCA - David Carr / John Code

HA Geldings 2 & Over 
CH - TAS Power Pack - Claire Linley / Amanda DeBoer

PERFORMANCE CLASSES

Arabian Hunter Open 
CH - Heza Navigator - Brittany David / K. David & D. Gibson 
RES - Woolhaven’s Fantasa - Carolyn DeBoer / Doris Woolner

HA Hunter Open 
CH - Peppermint Paddy RF - Leslie Lloyd / Janie Greenberg 
RES - TAS Power Pack - Amanda DeBoer

Arabian Hunter ATR 
CH - Neden All That Jazz - Caterina Pennazza 
RES - Atiah Zafar - Leslie Lloyd

HA Hunter ATR 
CH - Peppermint Paddy RF - Leslie Lloyd / Janie Greenberg 
RES - TAS Power Pack - Amanda DeBoer

Arabian Hunter AAOTR 
CH - Huck Fynne - Gail Nickle 
RES - Atiah Zafar - Leslie Lloyd

HA Hunter Pleasure AAOTR 
CH - TAS Power Pack - Amanda DeBoer

Arabian Western Open 
CH - Medonte - Katherine David 
RES - RRA Dahsareei - Susan Vella

Arabian Reining Open 
CH - Oasis Zee Zee Top - Kevin Simmons 
RES - Without Xceptshahn RF - Walter Mantler

Arabian Reining ATR 
CH - Oasis Zee Zee Top - Kevin Simmons

SPORT HORSE & DRESSAGE CLASSES

Arabian Sport Horse Under Saddle 
CH - CCF Integriti - Alice Draper 
RES - Simplee Magic - Danielle Donald

HA Sport Horse Under Saddle 
CH - CCF Viper - Alice Draper/Donna Wilson 
RES - KF Almaz - Elaine Ward-Turcotte 
Top 6 - CCF Porshah - Megan Lukic / Lucy Lukic

Arabian Sport Horse Under Saddle ATR 
CH - Atiah Zafar - Leslie Lloyd 
RES - CCF Integriti - Alice Draper

HA Sport Horse Under Saddle ATR 
CH - CCF Viper - Alice Draper/Donna Wilson 
RES - CCF Infinite Charm - Shelley Davis

Arabian Sport Horse Show Hack 
CH - Hennestar - Kate Jaehn-Kriebaum 
RES - Simplee Magic - Danielle Donald

HA Sport Horse Show Hack 
CH - KF Almaz - Elaine Ward-Turcotte 
RES - CCF Porshah - Megan Lukic / Lucy Lukic

Dressage Level 2 Test 4 ATR 
CH - Simplee Magic - Danielle Donald 
RES - CCF Porshah - Megan Lukic / Lucy Lukic
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By Cindy Bablitz

They sometimes say that 
after a while, people 
can begin looking like 
their pets — and per-

haps it’s true that sometimes, 
people and their animal com-
panions are drawn together in 
personality too. The Percheron, a 
feisty, athletic draft horse seems 
to attract feisty, athletic human 
companions.

“A good horse is a good horse,” 
says John Ruzicka, president of 
the Alberta Percheron Club and 
owner of Westbank Farms, out of 
Viking, AB. “And my preference 
is Percheron.

“Once you go black, you never 
go back,” he grins, speaking of 
the characteristic black or grey 
colour defining the breed stand-
ard in Percherons.

Percherons, a heavy horse 
breed, are strong boned, broad-
chested and heavily muscled and 
are favoured by their devotees as 
much for their athletic prowess 
as for their alert, intelligent and 
willing spirit. Though it’s true 
that grey and black are the stand-
ard Percheron colours, it’s not 
unheard of for an occasional red 
sorrel foal to make an appearance 
from Percheron stock. 

“Most people don’t want to 
say they have a sorrel Percheron 
in their pedigree,” says John, “But 
it’s been my experience that if 
you get a sorrel Percheron, they’re 

area as work horses when home-
steaders moved west and north.

“The deck is really stacked in 
our favour,” boasts Colleen, of 
the rich Percheron breeding stock 
in Western Canada, and Alberta 
in particular.

Colleen’s maiden name, 
Bexson, is a name of note in west-

real good eye for a horse. They kept 
horses that were sound and cor-
rect — as the working draft horses 
of the time had to be to keep pace 
with the labour demands of a 
homesteading life.”

Both Colleen Bexson’s and 
John Ruzicka’s grandfathers 
played roles in defining Western 
Canada as one of the finest 
breeding grounds for world-
class Percheron stock. John’s 
grandfather drove Percherons as 
a homesteader into Alberta up 
from Oklahoma, and Colleen’s 
grandfather bought Justamere 
Showtime — a Percheron stallion 
reputed as defining the standard 
modern Percheron confirmation 
— from breeder Jonathon Fox in 
Lloydminster and brought him 
into the mainstream of Alberta’s 
Percheron breeding stock. 

With such a good breeding 
stock to draw from in Alberta, 
Percherons are commonly 
shopped here for export out of 
province and out of country. 
While this commerce is good, in 
theory, it does place a demand on 
supply and retention of the very 
stock that earned the reputation 
in the first place.

“We need more breeders!” 
exclaims Colleen. “We find that 
a lot of our good breeding stock 
goes out of province and country 
because we just don’t have enough 
Percheron breeders here at home. 
We’ve done a great job of rais-
ing the Percheron standard, and 

-

Yoder Farms’ Duke was Grand Champion Percheron Stallion at the 2006 Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. 

Strong, spirited Percheron 
breed enjoys a comeback
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By Cindy Bablitz

Show Jumping is perhaps 
one of the most visible 
equestrian discipline and 

pictures about the horsey set ver-
sus reality is usually a pretty wide 
difference.”

And for those who live behind 
the scenes of made-for-big-screen 

40 years honing his aptitude and 
passion for the sport.

This is essentially what differ-
entiates perception from reality on 
the question of show jumping. 

“There’s a constant process of 
communication between horse 
and rider,” explains Ian. “The leg 
is the accelerator, the headstall and 
bridal is the brake pedal and the 
rider is constantly working with 
his horse to balance these two in a 
quiet and subtle way.”

Balance and containment is a 
common denominator in many 
equestrian disciplines and in show 
jumping, with the precision and 
sheer number of variables con-
densed into a 70 second ride, bal-
ance and containment take on 
an exactitude unparalleled in any 
other sport.

“It’s a very refined and subtle 
science,” explains Ian of the math-
ematics involved in calculating 

rienced competitors looking for 
international level encouragement 
and provision.

“Our objective is to bring inter-
national equine knowledge to the 
community, to provide high qual-
ity show jumping horses and train-
ing and to provide events for riders 
of all levels to tune their skills,” 
says John.

For a general sports fan who isn’t 
necessarily an equine enthusiast, 
show jumping offers the contact 
of football, the courage of down-
hill skiing, the precision and calm 
nerves of golfing ... all combined 
with the velocity of a competition 
in which the risk is that the com-
petitor might fall off and be crushed 
under his 1,200 pound linebacker. 

Calgary’s John Anderson on board Terrific, as the Dutch Warmblood gelding knuckles up to crest a jump.

Spectators share the exhilaration 
and excitment of the sport
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Canada’s Eric Lamaze and his Olympic Dutch Warmblood stallion 
Hickstead navigate a turn while focusing on the next jump.

By Cindy Bablitz

Eventing is the triathlon 
of equestrian disciplines. 
The sport is also known 
as three-day eventing, 

horse trials and sometimes, the 
short program or combined test. 
At one time, eventing was known 
as militaire.

“Historically, the sport was 
held over three days, and included 
four endurance phases,” explains 
George Balogh, president of the 
Alberta Horse Trials Association.

“The three day commitment 
became impractical for competi-
tors and over the years competi-
tions shortened to two days, which 
made it difficult to include all 
components of the original chal-
lenge. Eventually, the roads and 
tracks portion and the steeplechase 
portion were phased out, leaving 
eventing the two-day, three-seg-
ment sport we recognize today.”

Eventing is both an Olympic 
sport and a FEI sanctioned event. 
The first eventing competition 
was held in 1912 at the Olympic 
Summer Games in Stockholm. One 
of Canada’s eventing hopefuls for 
the upcoming World Equestrian 
Games in Lexington, KY this fall, 
is Calgary’s Sandra Donnelly, who 
competed at the 2008 Olympic 
Summer Games in Beijing. 

In its current incarnation, 
eventing comprises three phases 
of competition — dressage, show 
jumping and cross country. Horse 
and riders are scored based on a 
penalty point system — deviance 
from performance expectations 
in form, time or style earn pen-
alty points and the lowest score 
wins. A great deal of emphasis is 

wooden fences and up and down 
embankments and ditches. Success 
through the course is dependent 
on the rapport between horse and 
rider.

The show jumping phase of 
eventing generally follows the 
cross-country phase in higher 
level competitions and is designed 
to feature and test the technical 
jumping skills of horse and rider. 
Show jumping obstacles — unlike 
cross country obstacles — can be 
knocked down. In addition to 
measuring the suppleness, obedi-
ence and athleticism of horse and 
rider, show jumping tests athleti-

breds, but that is changing, and 
breeds of all stripes are now seen 
at eventing competitions.

“I used to be the only one 
showing up on a Paint horse at 
competitions,” grins Nancy, “But 
just last year I was at a show won-
dering if I was at a Paint show or 
an eventing competition! You’re 
starting to see more warmbloods, 
Appaloosas, ponies, Paints ... it 
really doesn’t matter. We’re out to 
have a good time.”

Camaraderie in the eventing 
community is warm, and infec-
tious, and newcomers are as wel-
come as old friends and veterans 
to the sport.

“I used to say, ‘We’re here 
for fun — we’re not going to 
the Olympics,’ but after Sandra 
Donnelly became the highest 
placing Canadian eventer at the 
Olympics in 2008, I had to change 
that to, ‘We’re not all going to the 
Olympics,’” laughs Nancy.

In western Canada, there are 
several eventing competitions 
during the year, though not as 
abundant as in locales where 
either the native geography pro-
vides more plentiful, natural cross 
country courses, or the popula-
tion and financial resources to 
build them are more abundant. 

“In Ontario, it’s not uncom-
mon for there to be a selection 
of several eventing competitions 
to choose from on any given 
weekend through the season,” 
explains George.

Still, if you’re a novice, or an 
experienced competitor, eventing 
is a supported equine sport with 
clinics, competitions and associa-
tion encouragement throughout 
all of Canada.

Joan Barbour on Majors Mito Azure riding the entry course at Thompson Country Horse Trials in 2009.

Agility, stamina and strength 
are keys to success in eventing

APRIL 2010

< From the Horse’s Mouth / Page 14
> The Thinking Rider / Page 16
> Bob’s Backend / Page 17

Breed Highlight: 
The Quarter 

Horse
> PAge 8

$2.50 VoluMe 33, issue 4  equine news & inForMation since 1977 www.horsesall.com

David Ziegler at the Rebecca Farms event in 2010.

By Wendy Dudley

With only a few 
m o n t h s l e f t 
b e f o r e t h e 
Alltech FEI World 

Equestrian Games, Canadian 
show jumpers will be trying to 
make a final impression during 
the selection trials held this sum-
mer at Spruce Meadows. 

The Games, to be held 
September 25 to October 10, 
in Lexington, KY, feature eight 
equestrian disciplines: eventing, 
show jumping, dressage, reining, 
vaulting, driving, endurance and 
para-dressage. 

The Canadian show jumping 
team members for the WEG will 
be chosen based, in part, on their 
results during the Spruce Meadows 
tournaments held throughout 
June and early July. The Mexican 
and Venezuelan teams are also 
staging their WEG trials at Spruce 
Meadows. The action begins with 
the National Tournament (June 
9-13), and continues with the 
Continental and Canada One 
events (held June 17-20 and July 
1-4, respectively), and the North 
American Tournament, July 7-11.  

“By late July, we should have 
a good indication of who’s 
going, with a few options,” said 
Canadian team chef d’equipe 
Torchy Millar. 

After the winter circuit in 
Florida and California, there are a 
number of Canadian riders emerg-
ing as top contenders, said Millar. 
They include 2008 Olympians 
Eric Lamaze, Jill Henselwood and 
Mac Cone. Other strong pros-
pects are Yann Candele, Beth 
Underhill, John Anderson, and 
Keean White.

This winter, team members 
Mac Cone on Ole, Eric Lamaze 
on Ronaldo, Beth Underhill on 
Top Gun and Keean White on 
Celena Z won the Nations’ Cup 

enced, Millar noted that the team 
may not have the depth of horses 
it had when preparing for the 2008 
Beijing Olympics. Lamaze won an 
individual Gold, and the team 
rode away with a Silver medal. 

him, so we’ll have to see how he 
comes along.” 

Ian would not give further 
details on In Style’s rehabilita-
tion. “He’s progressing well. 

We’re optimistic he’ll start jump-
ing middle to late July.” 

This winter, Henselwood put 
together champion rounds on 
her Belgian-bred mare Bottom 
Line, including the $300,000 
Lamborghini Grand Prix of the 
Desert, held in Thermal, CA. 
However, she has not been jump-
ing her Olympic horse Special Ed, 
also injured last summer. Bottom 
Line is for sale, but Henselwood 
has another promising mount, 
Beau Soleil, a Belgian Warmblood 
mare. “Both those horses could 
be ready for the WEG, so she still 
has a shot even if Special Ed isn’t 
ready,” said Torchy.

Another strong contender is 
Yann Candele, of Caledon, ON, 
who throughout the Winter 
Equestrian Festival in Wellington, 
FL, pocketed prize money 
with his Dutch Warmblood 
mare Pitareusa. Calgary’s John 
Anderson also will be looking 
for a ticket to the WEG, aboard 
his Dutch Warmblood geld-
ing Terrific. Anderson won the 
Leading Grand Prix Rider award, 
based on his top finishes during 
the HITS circuit in Thermal, CA. 

Lamaze is in the fortunate 
position of having several strong 
mounts in his barn, including 
his Olympic horse Hickstead and 
a younger horse, Ultra Boy, a 
horse not unlike Hickstead when 
it comes to attitude. 

“We’re deeper in horses than 
we used to be, and you only need 
four good horses to do it,” said 
Torchy. “But we’re not like the 
U.S. or Germany, where if a horse 
or rider is hurt, there’s a good 
group behind.”

And between now and the 
games, anything can happen, he 
added. “It’s like a horse race. 
Something can happen right in 
the gate,” Torchy said. “It’s a 
crazy sport, that way.”   

Beth Underhill and her horse Top Gun have finished in the top rankings since they began competing a year ago. 
The two were members of the championship Nations Cup team in Wellington, FL, and will be strong prospects 
competing for a spot on the team at the World Equestrian Games in Kentucky this fall.

Canadian show jumpers battle it out 
for trip to World Equestrian Games

June 2010
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Chef d’equipe Torchy Millar watches show jumping competition with 
Canadian riders Eric Lamaze (left background) and Calgary’s John 
Anderson. With Ian Millar’s horse In Style and Jill Henselwood’s mount 
Special Ed possibly not fit for competition, Canada has a shallow field of 
horses as it prepares for the World Equestrian Games in Kentucky.
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